
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on 
Wednesday, 1 November 2006 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor NIC Wright – Chairman 
  Councillor SGM Kindersley – Vice-Chairman 
 
Councillors: Dr DR Bard RE Barrett 
 JD Batchelor Mrs PM Bear 
 RF Bryant Mrs PS Corney 
 R Hall Mrs SA Hatton 
 Mrs CA Hunt RB Martlew 
 CR Nightingale EJ Pateman 
 A Riley Mrs DP Roberts 
 NJ Scarr Mrs HM Smith 
 Mrs DSK Spink MBE JH Stewart 
 RJ Turner JF Williams 
 
Officers in attendance for all or part of the meeting: 
 Nigel Blazeby (Area Planning Officer), David Grech (Conservation Area and 

Design Officer), Gareth Jones (Head of Planning Services), Richard May 
(Democratic Services Manager), Andrew Moffat (Area Planning Officer), Rob 
Mungovan (Ecology Officer), Melissa Reynolds (Area Two Planning Officer), David 
Rush (Development Control Quality Manager), Ian Senior (Democratic Services 
Officer), Paul Sexton (Area Planning Officer), Pamela Thornton (Senior Planning 
Assistant) and Colin Tucker (Head of Legal Services) 

 
Councillors AN Berent and Dr SEK van de Ven were in attendance, by invitation. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors TD Bygott, Mrs A Elsby, Mrs JM Guest, 
Mrs CAED Murfitt and JA Quinlan. 
 

 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
Prior to commencement of the meeting, the Chairman : 
 
1. reminded Members that South Cambridgeshire District Council had become the 

first Council in England to receive an Inspector's report finding the Core Strategy of 
its Local Development Framework to be sound.  The Chairman, supported by the 
Planning and Economic Development Portfolio Holder and members of the 
Committee paid tribute to the effort made by planning policy officers in achieving 
this milestone. 

 
2. congratulated those officers involved in securing the successful clearance of 

unlawful Traveller plots 1-17 at Pine View, Smithy Fen, Cottenham. 
 
3. updated the Committee on the likely timetable for finalising mandatory planning 

training for Members, courtesy of the Planning Advisory Service. 
 
4. announced a new procedure, in those cases where Members wished to overturn 

an officer’s recommendation, for identifying and clarifying Members’ reasons for 
doing so, and for voting to approve such reasons. 

 
5. indicated that, in future, reports would highlight why they were being brought to 
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Committee. 
 
6. invited Members to consider whether or not site visits and the meeting should take 

place on the same day (should the agenda be short enough) in the interests  of 
cutting costs. 

 
7. drew Members’ attention to a more structured method of declaring personal and 

personal and prejudicial interests, the aim being to clarify the nature of such 
declarations for members of the Press and public present, and the precise wording 
for the purposes of the Minutes. 

1. GENERAL DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor SGM Kindersley declared a personal interest as a Cambridgeshire County 

Councillor with regard to all those items on the agenda involving input from that Authority.  
  
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 The Committee authorised the Chairman to sign, as a correct record, the Minutes of the 

meeting held on 4th October 2006. 
  
3. S/0450/06/F - MELDRETH (REAR OF COMMUNAL ROOM, ADJ 23 ELIN WAY) 
 
 Prior to considering this item, Members attended a site visit on 30th October 2006.  The 

Committee REFUSED the application, contrary to the recommendation in the report from 
the Head of Planning Services. Members agreed the grounds for refusal as being  
• the height of the garages 
• their proximity to the boundary with no. 7 The Grange 
• absence of space for screening along the boundary with no. 7 The Grange 
• the garages’ overbearing nature 
• the adverse effect on the neighbours’ amenities 
 
Councillor Mrs DP Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest as Housing 
Portfolio Holder, withdrew from the Chamber, took no part in the debate and did not vote. 
 
Councillor R Hall did not vote. 

  
4. S/1662/06/F – SHEPRETH (LAND ADJACENT 20 ANGLE LANE, SHEPRETH) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for the reasons set out in the report from the 

Head of Planning Services, subject to the Conditions referred to therein. 
 
Councillor  Dr S van de Ven (the local Member but not a member of the Committee) 
declared a personal and prejudicial interest because of her friendship with a resident of 
Angle Lane, Shepreth (though not a direct neighbour of the applicants), withdrew from the 
Chamber, took no part in the debate and did not vote. 

  
5. S/1551/06/O – HISTON (39 HOME CLOSE) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application, as amended in writing on 18th October 2006, 

for the reasons set out in the report from the Head of Planning Services, subject to the 
Conditions referred to therein. 

  
6. S/1752/06/F – FOWLMERE (30 PIPERS CLOSE) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for the reasons set out in the report from the 
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Head of Planning Services, subject to the Conditions referred to therein, and to an 
additional Condition that the occupation of the extension remains at all times ancillary to 
the existing dwelling. 
 
Councillor Mrs DP Roberts declared a personal interest as a member of Fowlmere Parish 
Council, but was now considering the application afresh. 

  
7. S/2423/05/F - STAPLEFORD  (12 PRIAMS WAY) 
 
 Prior to considering this item, Members attended a site visit on 30th October 2006.  The 

Committee REFUSED the amendment, contrary to the recommendation in the report from 
the Head of Planning Services.  Members agreed the grounds for refusal as being  
• the depth of the extension and its proximity to neighbouring properties  
• the additional eaves height resulting in an unduly overbearing extension and a 

significant loss of light to the occupiers of numbers 10 and 14 Priams Way.   
 
Accordingly, the proposal did not accord with Policy HG12 of the South Cambridgeshire 
Local Plan 2004. 
 
The Committee APPROVED the issue and service of an Enforcement Notice, with a one 
month compliance period. 
 
Members requested that Building Control officers assess the drains that had been 
installed and the damp proof course level in relation to site levels. 

  
8. S/0559/06/O – WILLINGHAM (LAND REAR OF 2 SHORT LANE AND ADJACENT 23 

LONG LANE) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for the reasons set out in the report from the 

Head of Planning Services, subject to the Conditions referred to in the report. 
  
9. S/0375/06/F – WILLINGHAM (PLOT 2, LONGACRES, THE PADDOCKS, MEADOW 

ROAD) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for a temporary period of three years, subject 

to safeguarding Conditions. 
  
10. S/0402/06/F – WILLINGHAM (PLOT 5 MEADOW ROAD) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for a temporary period of three years, subject 

to safeguarding Conditions. 
  
11. S/6364/06/F – CAMBOURNE (49 BROAD STREET, GREAT CAMBOURNE) 
 
 The Committee REFUSED the application, contrary to the recommendation in the report 

from the Head of Planning Services.  Members agreed the grounds for refusal as being 
that the proposal was not in accordance with the Masterplan and Design Guide policies of 
the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2004. 
 
The Committee APPROVED the issue and service of an Enforcement Notice with the 
extent of the compliance period being delegated to the Head of Planning Services. 

  
12. S/1371/92/O – CAMBOURNE (SUBMISSION OF MASTERPLAN REVISION 30 
 
 The Committee APPROVED Masterplan Revision 30. 
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12 (a) Upper Cambourne allotments and village green car park development briefing 

document 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the Upper Cambourne Allotments and Village Green Car 

Park Briefing Plan as part of the Cambourne Design Guide. 
  
13. S/1772/06/F - FULBOURN (24 GEOFFREY BISHOP AVENUE) 
 
 The Committee APPROVED the application for the reasons set out in the report from the 

Head of Planning Services, subject to the Conditions referred to therein.  
  
14. KEY ACTIONS FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THE MAJORS' AND CPA AUDIT REPORTS 
 
 The Committee ENDORSED the conclusions set out in paragraph 11 of the report from 

the Head of Planning Services, and RECOMMENDED that Cabinet adopt them as an 
Action Plan in response to the findings of the Audit Commission’s Environment Inspection 
in July 2006 and the investigation carried out by the Department for Communities and 
Local Government (formerly the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister). 
 
As Monitoring Officer, the Head of Legal Services was anxious to see clear target dates 
for the achievement of each part of the Action Plan and to ensure that the Committee 
received regular performance management reports. 
 
Councillor Mrs DSK Spink paid tribute to the manner in which officers had addressed the 
concerns raised by the Audit Commission and DCLG. 

  
15. APPEALS AGAINST PLANNING DECISIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
 
 The Committee noted a report on Appeals against planning applications and enforcement 

action. 
  
16. APPEAL STATISTICS - 1 JULY 2006 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
 The Committee noted that an information report and set of graphs on Appeal statistics had 

been published on the Council's website. 
 
The Head of Planning Services highlighted the Council’s performance as being better than 
the national average. 

  
17. PERFORMANCE CRITERIA 
 
 The Committee noted that an information report on performance criteria had been 

published on the Council's website. 
 
The Development Control Quality Manager highlighted one aspect of the report, namely 
that, in  the year ending June 2004, South Cambridgeshire District Council had 
determined 32% of major applications within 13 weeks.  This figure had increased to 40% 
in the year ending June 2005.  In the year ending June 2006, 72% of major applications 
were determined in fewer than 13 weeks.  The Council had therefore achieved its Best 
Value Performance Indicator. 
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18. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD 

ON 4TH AUGUST 2006 AND 8TH SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
 The Committee noted that the Minutes of the Planning Sub-Committee meetings held on 

4th August 2006 and 8th September 2006 had been published on the Council’s website, 
and received them for information.  

  
  

The Meeting ended at 1.00 p.m. 
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